Uniden Scanner Listening Set 
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The scanner will receive stations over about half the range of a portable fire radio with a similar aerial. Use as good an aerial as you can, preferably on a roof. 
Below are a list of functions in rough order of importance.
Switch on with Basic Lismore Group scan.
(If the scanner has been first set up by Lismore Group....)
Hold down 4 and press on/lamp for 2 secs, then release both buttons.

This will scan Vicfire(506), Lismore command(310), fireground(266), Westmere(370).
If screen says “nothing to scan”:
A quick fix can be to press “67” then “E yes” (for a short scan)

If still nothing then also press “6” the “E yes” (to include District 6 list)

And press “16” then “E yes” (to include Westmere Group)
Select scan lists:
Or, press side button menu, rotate the knob to highlight select scan selection, press the knob to select it, again rotate the knob to select lists to monitor  then press the knob, and press to select those favorites “on” you wish to scan, exit the menu by pressing menu or front button avoid. You should now be scanning.

Scanning with the supplied scan lists:
The supplied scan lists include many channels of no interest which slow the scan rate.

You have to avoid many of them to work properly. 
Better to load Lismore Group basic, short or complete scan list.
At present I have to turn off, then turn on while holding 1 for short scan list, 2 for complete (all near groups),  4 for basic scan list, 

There is a spreadsheet noting which channels are scanned on each list.

Vicfire Ch506 is weak in the Lismore area and requires a good roof antenna.

Garbled messages:
At present some messages are garbled. I think they are distant DELWP messages coming through the repeaters. You can delete these by pressing avoid twice as they are speaking. You will have to delete the same channel (TGID) from each repeater tower as they come up. Pressing twice makes the avoid permanent.

Lock the keypad (p19 of the manual):
Press function quickly, then the on/lamp icon button.

Backlight display:
Briefly press on/lamp 

Increase volume(p17):
Hold down knob while rotating it clockwise.

Increase squelch(p17):
Press function while you  hold down and rotate the knob.

Use menu:
Press and release menu, rotate knob to  highlight item, then press knob or yes to select.

Press menu to exit one level, or avoid to exit the menu.

 (Menu includes: set scan selection, manage full database, manage favorites, set location,......priority scan, settings/PC mode, display.)

Pause/hold scan with white buttons (p21):
These pause the scan at the different levels on the screen (system is top level, Dept is centre level, Chan is the bottom channel level). Press once to hold, then press again to scan.
Select channel(p20):
When the system/Dept/Channel is in hold mode (above) you can select alternatives by rotating the knob, then press to select.

Avoid(p20): 
If there is a noisy channel you wish to avoid, wait till it talks then press the white chan to hold,  Press the avoid button once for temporary, twice for permanent (i.e. until the set is turned on again), and again to unavoid.
Avoid also exits any menu directly back to scanning mode.
Quick keys(p.52):
Quick keys (QK) help you to select particular channels or groups of channels.

For the short scan list press 66 then E yes. 
Record, replay(p21):
Press Function then replay to start/stop recording up to 4 minutes.

Press replay to replay 
Use Sentinel program with your computer(p16):
This allows you to update the scanner favorites list to scan, and to update the scanner firmware. 

To download a list from computer to your scanner you must click on the computer  edit/profile, then allow  and monitor for those lists to download.
To load your scanner with a “favorites” scan list which can be emailed to you:
(This is tricky and it is easier to take your scanner to somebody with a basic scan list.)

Connect scanner to computer and switch scanner on.

Save the email attached *.hpe files to your computer where you can find them.

Press scanner menu, click knob anticlockwise 1 click to settings, press knob to select, rotate knob to PC connection, press knob to select. 

The scanner will download a “Sentinel” program. It will ask you to update the firmware.  Do it.

Open the Sentinel program and File/import from hpe file. Select the files you have saved from the email. 
In Edit/Edit favorites list, ensure that Download and Monitor are on for each of the lists you wish to download to the scanner and monitor. There are more lists than you need, so others should be off.

In Scanner/write to scanner, then click download. No need to tick any boxes.

At about half way through the 1 minute download it will ask you if you want to overwrite a file. Tick a box that says do this for all conflicts and select continue .

All done! You can then switch off scanner, unplug cord, and switch on and your start number together. You should now be scanning.

Tips and tricks. Using quick keys.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxVofabQiKk
How to use quick keys and number tags.
http://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/Uniden_BCDx36HP_Quick_Keys_and_Number_Tags
Create a favorites list using Sentinel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECOUceSdVCo

More instructions to come..................!!
